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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . An inf orm^ation processing apparatus 
comprising : 

reception means, for receiving, from a different 

apparatus that is capable of searching for apparatuses 

* 

in a system, search ^ results that include location 
information concerning the hierarchical locations of 

I 

said apparatuses; and 



control means for displaying a hierarchical 
10 location relationshJp for said apparatuses in 

accordance with saidl hierarchical location information, 

2, An informataJon/processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, further corfipr^sing: 

15 storage means, far stpo^ijxg^ a plurality of sets of 

map data, correspondirSg to) hierarchical-type location 
information, that hierairch/ica represent information 
concerning the locations of apparatuses in said system, 
wherein said control means displays said 

20 hierarchical location relationship based on said map 
data stored in said storpge means and said location 
information received by said reception means. 



3. An information processing apparatus according 
25 to claim 1, wherein said search results include a 

plurality of sets of map data, which correspond to said 
hierarchical -type location information, that 
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hierarchically represent information concerning said 
locations of said apparatuses . 



10 



15 



20 



4 . An inf orma 
to claim 1, further 



■:ion processing apparatus according 
comprising : 



search range designation means, for designating a 



search range when a 



to said different apparatus; and 



display range d 
display range , before 
means, based on said 
apparatuses . 



equest for a search is transmitted 



isignation means, for designating a 
data is displayed by said control 
hierarchical locations of said 



to claim 1, further c 



notification means 




An informatiDF prbces^ng apparatus according 



mtprising 



\^or notifying said different 
apparatus of user infctmation that is indicated by a 
user of said information processing apparatus, 

wherein said recention means receives search 
results in accordance wkth said user information. 



25 



6, An information processing apparatus, which is 
capable of searching forj apparatuses in a system, 
comprising: 

management means, fcAr managing location 
information that hierarchically represents the 
locations of apparatuses said system; 
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10 



15 



20 



25 



search means. 



reception meajis, for receiving, from a different 
apparatus, a search condition that includes location 
information concerning the location of an apparatus to 
be searched for; and 

for conducting a search based on 
said location information received by said reception 
means, on user information provided by a user for said 
different apparatus, and on said location information 
managed by said management means. 

7. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 6, whereiri said search means limits said 
apparatuses to be ^ear^jfl^ for in /accordance with said 
user information. 

8. An informatlion processing apparatus according 
to claim 6, wherein l^ai<? search means limits the 
locations to be searjphed for said apparatus in 
accordance with saidluser information. 

9 . An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 6, further comprising: 

transmission means, for transmitting search 
results obtained by sai\d search means to said different 
apparatus , 

wherein said search\ results transmitted by said 
transmission means include location information that 
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hierarchically ^represents the locations of said 
apparatuses . 



10 



10. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 6, further comprising: 

storage means, for storing a plurality of map data 



1 



that correspond to said location information that 
hierarchically represents information concerning said 
locations of said ^apparatuses; and 

transmission means, for transmitting said search 



saj 



15 



results obtained b 
apparatus, 

wherein said sfebrch 
transmission means ^ncludej ^ 
consonant with said Jsearcl 



earch means to said different 




nsmitted by said 
map data that are 
results • 



11. An informatiion processing apparatus, which is 
capable of searching ^or apparatuses in a system, 
comprising: 

20 management means, \for managing location 

information that hierarchically represents the 
locations of apparatuses\ in said system; 

storage means, for storing a plurality of sets of 
map data for individual rcjnks in order to 
25 hierarchically represent the locations of apparatuses; 

reception means, for receiving, from a different 
apparatus, a search condition that includes location 
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10 



15 



20 



25 



information concerning the location of an apparatus to 
be searched for and hierarchical information that 
indicates a rank forjwhich said different apparatus 
displays search results; 

search means, for conducting a search based on 
said location information received by said reception 
means and said locatJpn information managed by said 
management means; andl 

transmission means, for selecting map data in 
accordance with said search results obtained by said 



search means and said 



hierarchical information received 



by said reception means, and for transmitting said map 
data to said dif f erentj a^g^peK^atus . 

12. A system comtittisil 
a plurality of informaliion processing apparatuses, 
wherein a first information processing apparatus 
is capable of searching \f or apparatuses in said system 
and includes 

management meanfe, for managing location 
information that hierarchically represents locations of 
apparatuses in said system ,\ and 

transmission means, for preforming a search 
under search conditions including location information 
for an apparatus to be searched for and said location 
information managed by said m^agement means, and for 
transmitting, to a second information processing 



• # 
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apparatus, search results that include location 
information concerning the hierarchical locations of 
said apparatuses; and 

wherein said second information processing 
5 apparatus includes 

reception! means, for receiving said search 
results form said first information processing 
apparatus, and 

control me4ns, for displaying a hierarchical 
10 location relationship of said apparatuses in accordance 
with said location information that is included in said 
search results received by^aid reception means. 



13. A system coirSpirisii 
15 a first information prohessing apparatus that can 

search for apparatuses I mi said system; and 

a second information processing apparatus that can 
request a search be performed by said first information 
apparatus, \ 
20 wherein said first information processing 

apparatus includes 

management mean^, for managing location 
information that hierarchically represents the 
locations of apparatuses ini said system, 
25 reception means, for receiving, from said 

second information processing apparatus, a search 
condition that includes locat^Lon information concerning 
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the loca-tion of an apparatus to be searched for, and 

search means, for conducting a search based 
on said location information received by said reception 
means, on user information provided by a user for said 
second information processing apparatus, and on said 
location information managed by said management means. 



14. A system comprising: 

a first information processing apparatus that can 
10 search for apparatuseL in said system; and 

a second information processing apparatus that can 
request a search be p^formed by said first information 
apparatus, 

wherein said f irstJ^f in^ormati9^n processing 
15 apparatus includes 

management meahns, jfor managing location 
information that hierarcKieally represents the 
locations of apparatuses Vn said system, 

storage means, for storing a plurality of 
20 sets of map data for indiviidual ranks in order to 

hierarchically represent the locations of apparatuses, 

reception means, fior receiving, from said 
second information processing apparatus, a search 
condition that includes locatxLon information concerning 
25 the location of an apparatus to be searched for and 
hierarchical information that Indicates a rank for 
which said second information processing apparatus 



• # 
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displays search results, 

search means, for conducting a search based 

\ 

on said location information received by said reception 

\ 

means and said JJocation information managed by said 
5 management means \ and 

transmission means, for selecting map data in 
accordance with said search results obtained by said 
search means and said hierarchical information received 
by said reception m^ns, and for transmitting said map 
i|l 10 data to said second a\nformation processing apparatus. 



m 15. A method for\ controlling an information 

* 1 

vii processing apparatus ccfmpiyisxng : 

a reception step of receiving, /from a different 

,j! 15 apparatus that is capabjle of \feearQ4iing for apparatuses 

|y 

5^; in a system, search results tpat include location 

J=f \ 

P information concerning the^ hierarchical locations of 

said apparatuses; and 

a control step of displaying a hierarchical 
20 location relationship for said apparatuses in 

accordance with said hierarcnical location information. 



16. A method, for controlling an information 

\ 

processing apparatus that is capable of searching for 
25 apparatuses in a system, comprising: 

a management step of managing^location information 
that hierarchically represents the locations of 
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apparatuses in said system; 

a reception step of receiving, from a different 

apparatus, a search condition that includes location 

\ 

information concerning the location of an apparatus to 
be searched for; and 



.1 




a search step of conducting a search based on said 
location information! received at said reception step, 
on user information provided by a user for said 
different apparatus, and on said location information 
10 managed at said management step. 



17. A method, for/ ccffitrolling an information 
processing apparatus tlijat ^fs capable of searching for 
apparatuses in a systemj, c(>hipafising: 
15 a management step o£ rianaging location information 

that hierarchically repre^nts the locations of 
apparatuses in said systpm; 

a storage step of storing a plurality of sets of 

map data for individual ranks in order to 

\ 

20 hierarchically represent the locations of apparatuses; 

a reception step of receiving, from a different 
apparatus, a search conditd^pn that includes location 

information concerning the location of an apparatus to 

\ 

be searched for and hierarchical information that 
25 indicates a rank for which said different apparatus 
displays search results; 

a search step of conducting a search based on said 

\ 

\ 

\ 
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location information received at said reception step 
and said location information managed at said 
management step ; \ and 

a transmissdion step of selecting map data in 
accordance with said search results obtained at said 
search step and sa:^d hierarchical information received 
at said reception s"^ep, and of transmitting said map 
data to said different apparatus. 



10 



15 



18, A storage medium on which a computer-readable 
program is stored to control an information processing 
apparatus, said computer- readable program comprising: 
a reception step o:^ re9eivlng, from a different 

iearchii 



ig for apparatuses 
ilude location 
hieriarchical locations of 



it ii 



20 



apparatus that is capable Qf 
in a system, search resuQit^ th^ 
information concerning th^ 
said apparatuses ; and 

a control step of displaying a hierarchical 
location relationship for said apparatuses in 
accordance with said hierarchical location information. 



25 



19. A storage medium on which a computer-readable 
program is stored to control an \inf ormation processing 
apparatus that is capable of seaAching for apparatuses 
in a system, said computer- readablie program comprising: 

a management step of managing Uocation information 
that hierarchically represents the locations of 



apparatuses in said system; 

a reception step of receiving, from a different 
apparatus, a search condition that includes location 
information concerning the location of an apparatus to 
be searched for; anci 

a search step of conducting a search based on said 
location information Veceived at said reception step, 
on user information provided by a user for said 
different apparatus, and on said location information 
managed at said managenlent step. 



20. A storage medioim on which a computer-readable 

)/ In informa 



program is stored to controflL An inf orpriation processing 
apparatus that is capabl^^ cf s\^arpHing for apparatuses 
in a system, said computer- readable program comprising 



a management step of \m 



ing location information 



i^na^j 

that hierarchically represents the locations of 
apparatuses in said system ;\ 

a storage step of storing a plurality of sets of 
map data for individual ranks in order to 
hierarchically represent the \locations of apparatuses; 

a reception step of receiving, from a different 
apparatus, a search condition that includes location 
information concerning the location of an apparatus to 
be searched for and hierarchical^^ information that 
indicates a rank for which said different apparatus 
displays search results; 
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a search step^^f conducting a search based on said 
location information received at said reception step 
and said location ir\form^tion managed at said 
management step; and\ 

a transmission ^tepAof se^-^ting map data in 

rch results obtained at said 
irarchical information received 
at said reception step I and of transmitting said map 
data to said different lapparatus. 



accordance with said 
search step and said 




10 



